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Statutory guidance
Working together to safeguard children

Statutory guidance on inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children.

From:

Department for Education (/government/organisations/department-for-education)
Published

26 March 2015
Last updated

1July 2022 —

Applies to England

Documents

Working together to safeguard children 2018
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/up
loads/attachment data/file/942454/\Working together to safeguard chi
Idren_inter_agency_guidance.pdf)

Ref: DFE-00195-2018 PDF, 1.03 MB, 116 pages

Working together to safeguard children: statutory framework
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/up
loads/attachment data/file/942455/Working together to safeguard chi
|ldren Statutory framework legislation relevant to safeguarding and
promoting_the_welfare_of children.pdf)

Ref: DFE-00196-2018 PDF, 300 KB, 13 pages

Working together: letter from Nadhim Zahawi
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/up
loads/attachment data/file/722310/Letter from Nadhim Zahawi -




Working_together.pdf)

PDE, 197 KB, 2 pages

Working together: letter from Edward Timpson
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/up
loads/attachment data/file/722309/Letter from Edward Timpson-
Child_Safeguarding_Practice_Review_Panel.pdf)

PDE, 200 KB, 3 pages

Details
This guidance is for:

« local authority chief executives

« directors of children’s services

o safeguarding partners

» teachers and education staff

e social workers

» health service professionals

e adult services

¢ police officers

« voluntary and community sector workers in contact with children and families

It applies to:

¢ |ocal authorities
¢ all schools

A version of the guidance for young people
(https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/working-together-to-safeguard-children/) and a
separate version suitable for younger children
(https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/guide-to-keeping-children-safe/) are also available
for practitioners to share.

Statutory guidance is issued by law - you must follow it unless there’s a good reason not to.

Working together to safeguard children 2018

This is a factual update to Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018 to reflect recent
changes to legislation, including:

 Integrated Care Boards: from 1 July 2022, integrated care boards have replaced clinical
commissioning groups as a result of the Health and Care Act 2022



» Public Health England: has now been replaced by the UK Health Security Agency and the
Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (QHID), which is part of the Department of
Health and Social Care, and by the UK Health Security Agency. The Chief Public Health
Nurse role has transferred to QHID

o Domestic Abuse Act 2021: references to the Domestic Abuse Bill should be read as the
Domestic Abuse Act 2021

UK GDPR: references to the GDPR should be read as the UK GDPR. The UK GDPR is the
retained EU law version of the GDPR. The UK GDPR sits alongside the Data Protection Act
2018

Statutory framework

The updated statutory framework sets out the legislation relevant to safeguarding and it should
be read alongside the statutory guidance.
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1.1 July 2022
Page updated to reflect recent changes in legislation in relation to 'Working Together to
Safeguard Children 2018'.

2. 9 December 2020
Updated 'Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018" with factual changes in relation to
information sharing, homelessness duty and references to domestic abuse. Removed
'Working Together to Safeguard Children 2015' and 'Working Together: transitional
guidance'.

3. 21 February 2019
Updated 'Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018' to reflect how local authorities
should notify the Child Safeguarding Panel.

4.1 August 2018
Corrected a small error in chapter 5, footnote 99.

5.4 July 2018

Added the Working Together 2018 version, transitional arrangements, statutory framework,
and introductory letters from DfE and the Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel.

6. 16 February 2017

Minor amendment to the guidance to add the definition of child sexual exploitation.
7. 26 March 2015

First published.

Related content

e Child abuse concerns: guide for practitioners (/government/publications/what-to-do-if-youre-

worried-a-child-is-being-abused--2)
e Children Act 1989: care planning, placement and case review

(/government/publications/children-act-1989-care-planning-placement-and-case-review)

e No Secrets: guidance on protecting vulnerable adults in care (/government/publications/no-

secrets-guidance-on-protecting-vulnerable-adults-in-care)




o Wood review of local safeguarding children boards (/government/publications/wood-review-of-
local-safeguarding-children-boards)

o Keeping children safe in education (/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education-

-2)
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e Schools: statutory guidance (/government/collections/statutory-guidance-schools)
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