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What it means for you and the Governing Body

Schools and governing bodies will need to demonstrate how they are addressing and promoting the three strands of community cohesion:
· Teaching, learning and the curriculum 

· Equity and excellence 
· Engagement and extended services
Evidence of a school’s engagement with community cohesion could include:

· Strong and effective links with the community e.g. through the church, local residents, the Council. 

· A commitment to extended schools and services.
· Engagement with other schools to share good practice and experience.
· Strong pupil voice and evidence that the needs of the community are sought and acted on, evidenced by the effectiveness of the School Council and links with parents;

· Policies in place that recognise and promote diversity and equality of opportunity including Equality, Disability, Race Equality, Safeguarding, SEN, Admissions and Behaviour Management;
· A strong focus on analysing data and evaluating the progress of children from different groups and ensuring that the appropriate support is in place for all;

· Effective and well-resourced support for those children with English as an Additional Language and the inclusion of multi-cultural activities in the curriculum;

· Discussion and compromise to ensure that extra-curricular activities (including clubs, trips, visits and visitors, and residential trips) are affordable and accessible to all.

On a more international level, working with an international partner school gives a useful dimension to community cohesion on Britain's identity — an audience of peers with whom to discuss the identity of countries and perhaps deeper issues such as racism, migration and cultural stereotyping. It could lead into work on the Olympic ideals, global citizenship, sustainability and futures.
Further information and references
www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/communitycohesion
Guidance on the duty to promote community cohesion    DCSF2007  Ref: 00598-2007DOM-EN

Community Cohesion Education Standards for Schools http://ww.standards.dfes.gov.uk/pdf/commcohesion.pdf
Admissions Code (Feb 2007)  www.dfes.gov.uk/sacode/docsDfESSchoolstextfinal.pdf

Diversity and Citizenship Curriculum Review  DfES-00045-2007, January 2007  http://publications.teachernet.gov.uk/
This briefing paper is produced as a part as a series of guidance for clerks and reflects the best information available to the ECA.
Summary: Clerk’s Action


Introduce the statutory duty to promote community cohesion by including it on the Governing Body agenda. 


Ensure that there are policies in place that recognise and promote diversity and equality of opportunity including Equality, Disability, Race Equality, Safeguarding, SEN, Admissions, English as An Additional Language, Modern Foreign Languages, Educational Visits and Behaviour Management.


Ask governors to consider whether it would be helpful to have a governor with responsibility for community cohesion and mention that ECC Governor Services runs a training course.


Suggest that community cohesion could be the focus for a series of governor visits, to monitor how this area is being addressed by the school. 


Remind governors of where evidence might be sought and recorded, including in the school’s Self Evaluation Form, RAISEonline, Headteacher’s report, agendas and minutes.


Ensure that references to community cohesion during governor meetings are recognised and minuted. 





 








Community Cohesion








Introduction


Since September 2007 the governing bodies of maintained schools have been under a new duty to promote community cohesion – a new section 21(5) inserted into the Education Act. 


From September 2008, Ofsted will evaluate the extent to which schools are meeting their responsibilities in this area. There is no requirement to have a specific community cohesion policy, but there should be references within many other school policies (see below). 





A school’s contribution to community cohesion falls into three areas:


Teaching, learning and the curriculum – helping children to learn to understand others, to value diversity and promote shared values, to promote awareness of human rights, to develop skills of participation and responsible action.


Equity and excellence – ensure equal opportunities for all to succeed at the highest level possible and work to remove variations in outcomes for different groups.


Engagement and extended services – provide means for children to interact with people from different backgrounds including links with different schools and communities and the provision of extended services with opportunities for pupils, families and the wider community to take part in activities which build positive interaction.





For schools the term “community” has a number of dimensions:


The school community


The community within which the school is located


The UK community


The global community





The Community Cohesion Review Team (chaired by Ted Cantle) investigated the circumstances that surrounded the disturbances in Bradford, Oldham and Burnley in 2001. The report identified the role of schools as being central to breaking barriers between young people and helping to create cohesive communities. Community cohesion means that:


There is a common vision and sense of belonging.


Diversity of people’s different backgrounds and circumstances is appreciated and positively valued.


Those from different backgrounds have similar life opportunities.


Strong and positive relationships are developed between people from different backgrounds in the workplace, schools, neighbourhoods and local community.





The Community Cohesion Education Standards sets out four strategic aims for schools, to:


Close the attainment and achievement gap


Develop common values


Build good community relations and challenge discrimination and inequality


Remove barriers to access, participation, progression, attainment and achievement
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